Sarah Bieber

Music Ed Philosophy


In developing an educational music philosophy, a teacher draws upon their personal musical knowledge and experience and develops their own ideas on how to teach and inspire students. 


I believe that children possess all kinds of potential.  As a teacher, I can help my students realize their potential, help them develop their talents, and help them find ways in which they can put their talents to use.  All this can be done through proper guidance and motivation. 

The responsibility for learning is placed upon the teacher.  A teacher should be able to provide the necessary tools and opportunities for students to learn.  The teacher must help and encourage students while guiding them through the learning process.


I believe that teachers should be resourceful.  Yes, teachers need to be very knowledgeable about the subjects they teach, but even the best teachers realize they cannot possibly know everything.  Students might bring questions to class that a teacher may not readily be able to answer.  Therefore, a teacher can be resourceful in guiding students to the proper sources in answering their questions.  A teacher should also value the notion of student centered learning.  The musical understandings that students gain in the classroom should somehow relate to their own musical experiences outside of school.  Throughout the music classroom, teachers should act as an observer of their students and allow the students to make self-discoveries through music.

Mistakes can be made in the learning process.  Therefore, a teacher or a student should admit that they made a mistake and learn from it.  When a teacher makes a mistake and admits to it, the students will see the teacher as a human being and will respect them more for being honest.  When students make mistakes, a teacher must use constructive criticism to help a student learn from their errors.  The teacher should politely correct and encourage a student to improve upon the mistake that they made.


I believe that learning can be achieved best when students show an interest in the subject.  Teachers who display a true passion for the subject they are teaching will make the subject more meaningful and interesting to the students.  Having a knowledgeable teacher who creates a positive teaching environment for student learning will motivate the students. 

A classroom environment should be physically welcoming, comfortable, and conducive to learning.  The teacher should organize the room in accordance to an ensemble or a general music classroom.  Such things as posters of historical and modern musician may be posted on the walls along with solfege syllables and hand signs.  A bulletin board of upcoming events and important dates will make it clear to students about what they are expected to be involved with and when.  In a high school setting, it would be encouraging to post flyers from various music schools to motivate the students to be thinking about college.  A general music classroom should be very welcoming and interactive with a variety of Orff instruments available for use.

I believe that music can be powerful.  It can create a romantic mood for just two people in love to uniting an entire nation through patriot music.  Different kinds of music can be of importance to all students.  I believe that music can create a sense of community and belonging whether it be in schools or a worship setting.  Also, some students may be inspired to express their own musical thoughts and ideas by composing music themselves.  Composing is much easier for students to do today as there is so much more technology available for their use.  Students can ignite their own individuality and creativity through many uses of music.  As Regelski believes that the value of music comes from it's use, I believe that music education should echo and support the ways in which people use music in their own daily lives.  Students should be allowed to incorporate their own musical values into the music classroom.  I believe that inclusion means that all students should have the opportunity to be involved in music.  If a student wants to be involved in music no matter what their musical ability may be, their should be opportunities available to incorporate them into the program.  


Classroom management is best achieved through fast and interactive transitions between various activities that comply with differentiated ways of learning.  It is the teacher’s responsibility to be strict, but warm when setting boundaries and explaining the rules within a classroom environment.  These rules and boundaries should be set at the very beginning of a class.  A teacher should state the class guidelines firmly, but with a smile on their face.


My goal is to have my music education philosophy enable me to be a successful and effective teacher.  I hope that my current philosophy will continue to grow and expand as I gain more experience in the classroom and working with students. 
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